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Mary’s Center Hosted Grand Opening Ceremony Of

 New Site in Ward 4

Washington, DC--- Mary’s Center, a community health center established 23 years ago in Washington, DC, celebrated the Grand Opening ceremony of its fourth regional site and the largest of all in the Petworth area of DC. In Ward 4, it is the only community health center coupled with much needed dental, mental health, social and educational services for the entire family. Their key partners, government officials, Ward 4 residents, supporters and friends joined Mary’s Center at this celebration. Redskins Quarterback Donovan McNabb was among the special guests.

“My wife and I are particularly impressed with the work that is done at Mary’s Center around prenatal care in a city where a large percentage of babies are born at a low birth weight, and even more births are premature,” said McNabb.
The 26,000 square feet state-of-the art new building, located at 3912 Georgia Avenue, NW, in Washington, DC has 22 exam rooms and five dental rooms, in addition to areas for its various programs that will enable the Center to increase its capacity and serve 11,000 participants a year at this sole location. 

“Our goal is to support the District’s efforts to improve the quality of life of its residents,” said Maria Gomez, President and CEO of Mary’s Center. “We’ve found that our comprehensive model of care can reverse our most discouraging health disparities found in our communities such as heart disease, diabetes and hypertension through our supportive and educational services. Our services will have a lasting ripple effect in this ever changing community.”
At the event, DC Mayor Vincent Gray acknowledged that the work of Mary's Center is aligned with his priorities of education, training and well-being of families to move up the economic ladder.  

“This new Mary’s Center location is an excellent opportunity for District residents to receive high-quality health care without having to leave their community. As the District pushes forward to implement health-care reform, this new center will help us achieve our goal of making quality care accessible and affordable in all neighborhoods of the city.” said Gray.  

The arrival of Mary’s Center to this area will also play an important role in the economic growth of the Georgia Avenue corridor with over 200 employees who are buying from surrounding businesses and at the same time providing job opportunities for our neighbors.   During the last two months, Mary’s Center has hired 25 Petworth residents.

“Mary’s Center longstanding efforts to build stronger, healthier communities are a welcome addition to Petworth,” said Councilmember Muriel Bowser. “Like the new 3 Tree Flats apartments located at the same building, the Center is an example of a fantastic project that will cater to residents across the District and especially in Ward 4.”

Funding for the new building was provided by the DC Primary Care Association (DCPCA) as part of its Medical Homes DC Initiative, a public-private partnership with the DC Department of Health, and the DC Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE). 
“DCPCA is proud to be the major funder of this capital project, and of the good work that Mary’s Center does in our community,” said Sharon A. Baskerville, DCPCA Chief Executive Officer. This new community health center will allow Mary’s Center to ensure that the District’s under- and uninsured residents receive the high quality health care that they deserve.”

The opening of this new site is part of a wider expansion project for Mary’s Center in 2011. Other projects include the current remodeling of its Adams Morgan site, and the opening of two additional sites in Maryland projected by the end of the year.  These expansions will lead to a growth in participants from 18,500 to 23,000 in just one year. 

###

Mary’s Centeris a Federally Qualified Healthcare Center founded in 1988, that provides comprehensive and integrated services to more than 18,000 individuals and families whose needs too often go unmet by the public and private systems. The mission of Mary’s Center is to build better futures through delivery of health care, education and social services. Mary’s Center saves lives, strengthening communities, one family at a time.   www.maryscenter.org
 

 

