Mary's Center signs a strategic alliance with Banca Civica Group, a financial institution focused on developing the non-profit sector

This agreement helps Mary's Center obtain important funding for its different community programs. 

María Gómez, President and CEO of Mary's Center, states that "the partnership with Banca Civica Group opens up new cultural and economic horizons and provides us with the opportunity for people to get to know us better and for us to be able to obtain resources for our community which are becoming harder and harder to get.  I feel very proud to be a part of the launching of this project in the United States."

The medical, social and educational programs offered by Mary's Center will be financially bolstered thanks to its strategic partnership with Banca Civica Group, one of the Spain's most reputable and fastest growing financial organizations.  Banca Civica Group has a unique and revolutionary model based on transparency and participation.  One example is that the bank reports to its customers how much money it has earned with each and every one of them, individually, and the customers can choose, from among 6,000 social projects (www.cajanavarra.es/es/tus-derechos/tu-eliges-tu-decides/elige-tus-proyectos/) which they will assign 30% of the profits the bank earns from the customer's banking activity.  In 2009, the bank handed out over $60 million among non-profit organizations.  As of now, Banca Civica Group’s customers will be able to financially support the projects presented by Mary's Center.

Banca Civica Group aims to start banking operations in the U.S. in the first quarter of 2011, pending to regulatory approvals. In the context of this international expansion, Banca Civica Group is developing strategic alliances with a select number of non-profit organizations, like Mary's Center, which will present projects within the bank’s social platform in Spain in order to obtain the support of the Civic Banking community (for instance, businesses or citizens who are aware of the causes dedicated to health matters).  "Banca Civica combines social benefits and business profits.  It is a win-win situation for all of us who are a part of the civic community," underscored Iñigo Jodra, Banca Civica Group’s Director of International Development. “Mary’s Center wins because it gets additional funding without having to invest resources.  Families with medical needs in the Washington, DC area win because they get more resources for the services they receive.  Banca Civica Group establishes a long-term relationship with Mary’s Center and its collaborators, building the foundation of our development in the United States," he affirmed. 
Mary's Center is a community center which offers medical, social and educational services to low-income families lacking medical insurance.  The center was founded in 1988 to help out immigrant women coming to Washington, DC from Latin America, with pre-natal and post-partum care.  As time went by, their work has extended to medical services for the entire family as well as offering social and educational programs for children, teenagers and adults.  In 2008, Mary's Center, which has three centers in Washington, DC, treated over 14,000 families from 40 countries.  About 82% of the people treated by the center were Hispanics.  Moreover, the center has performed around 40,000 medical care procedures in that same year.  Over 500 mothers have given birth in the clinic.  The work carried out by Mary's Center is especially significant if we consider the fact that there are 48 million people in the United States without health insurance and that makes it very hard to have access to suitable medical care.
Mary's Center was founded by María Gómez, who is regularly invited to meetings at the White House to discuss issues affecting the Hispanic community.  In fact, the center was the first NGO which Michelle Obama visited as First Lady a short time after arriving at the White House.  María Gómez is also a member of the Board of Directors of the National Council of La Raza, the largest organization defending Hispanic civil rights in the United States.
Banca Civica Group (comprised by the Spanish savings banks Caja Navarra, Caja Canarias and Caja Burgos) holds over $60 billion in assets.  Its 4,500 employees provide services in 825 bank branches to over 1.8 million customers.
For more information on Grupo Banca Civica, please go to: www.cajanavarra.com/en
To watch the video of the grand opening, click here.

